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State of Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources

NOTICE TO PRESIDING OFFICERS

OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING

Pursuant to s. 227.19, Stats., notice is hereby given that final draft rules are being
submitted to the presiding officer of each house of the legislature. The rules being

submitted are:

Natural Resources Board Order No. Wh_,,-07

Legislative Council Rules Clearinghouse Number 0b-7/3/

Subject of Rules ADM%LMWWU and UJOJM
0 B

Date of Transmittal to Presiding Officers TNarcl ¥, 2007

Send a copy of any correspondence or notices pertaining to this rule to:

Carol Turner, Rules Coordinator
DNR Bureau of Legal Services
LS/5, 101 South Webster

Telephone: 266-1959
e-mail: turnec@dnr.state.wi.us

An electronic copy of the proposed rule may be obtained by contacting Ms. Turnér






State of Wisconsin \ DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

101 S. Webster St.

Box 7921

Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7921
Telephone 608-266-2621

FAX 608-267-3579

TTY Access viarelay - 711

Jim Doyle, Governor
Scott Hassett, Secretary

WISCONSIN
DEPT, OF NATURAL RESOURCES

December Firearm Deer Hunt, CR 06-131
March, 2007

o Repeals sunset of experimental Dec. antlerless gun deer hunt so it can run
for 4 days beginning the 2nd Thurs. after Thanksgiving; Dec. 6 — 9 in 2007,

o Proposed as a permanent season in 2006 but JCRAR requested one-year
sunset north of Hwy 8 in order to evaluate conflicts with snowmobilers.

o There was no snow north of Hwy 8 and no conflicts were reported.
Conflicts were not reported to DNR in other areas where trails were open.

e A concern was that hunters would block access to the people who maintain
and place signs on trails prior to the snowmobile season. Snow is not
needed to assess this concern and no problems were reported.

e Season provided 4 days of additional recreational opportunity to hunters.

e 4,361 antlerless deer were harvested north of Hwy 8 during the December
hunt in 2006, adding 7% to the antlerless kill in that area.

e This harvest was important from a herd management standpoint.

e Hearings held in Park Falls, Rhinelander, and Madison plus two NRB
meetings in Madison from December through February:

Summary of Public Hearing Attendance Support and Opposition.

Testimony In | Registered | Testimony In | Registered | No Position
Attendance Favor Support Opposition Opposition Stated
"| Rhinelander 35 1 8 4 11 11
Park Falls 20 2 11 0 2 5
Fitchburg 13 2 8 0 0 3
Total 68 5 27 4 13 19 .

¢ Ideally, rules will be out of committee in May so deer hunting reg’s. can be
printed and distributed well in advance of the first deer season on Sept. 15.

e For information contact Keith Warnke, Big Game Biologist, 608-264-6023,
keith.warnke@wisconsin.gov ' ,
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REPORT TO LEGISLATURE

NR 10.01, Wis. Adm. Code
Deer hunting season and permit issuance regulation changes

Board Order No. WM-10-07
Clearinghouse Rule No. 06-131

Basis and Purpose of the Proposed Rule

Part of the 2006 deer rule package that was implemented in December, 2006 was the result of a Joint
Committee for Review of Administrative Rules’ motion requesting that the Department agree to a one-
year experiment with the antlerless only December 4-day gun deer hunt north of Highway 8. As a result,
the hunt was limited to a one-year trial in 2006. In order for the December gun hunt to continue in Deer
Management Units north of Highway 8 beyond 2008, the Department must modify the administrative
code. During the one-year trial, the Department has collected data to evaluate the effectiveness of herd

control under this structure and attempted to assess whether the 4-day antlerless December gun deer
hunt impacted snowmobile recreational opportunity.

Deer harvest in 2006

The 2006 December antlerless season was important from a herd management standpoint. A preliminary
total of 19,000 antlerless deer were harvested from December 7 to 10 statewide. 2,800 of those deer
were harvested from deer management units north of Hwy. 8, adding 7% to the total antlerless kill in that
area, an average of about 100 deer per unit. The added 4 days of gun hunting provided hunters with
more opportunity to hunt antlerless deer during the time period they indicated that they favored.

Conflict with showmobilers

The 2006 December antlerless season appears not to have had any impact on snowmobile recreational
opportunity. An argument made by people who are opposed to the season was that it would make
access to trails for regular maintenance and signage difficult. The department received no complaints
that cited specific incidences of this problem at three hearings or during the public comment period. As
shown in Appendix A, B and C, snow conditions were insufficient for trails to be open in nearly all areas

north of Highway 8. Trails were open in some areas of southern Wisconsin, such as Rock County, but no
conflicts were reported. :

The rule language authorizing the special youth gun deer hunt event is modified in this package to clarify
Earn-a-buck and CWD tagging requirements during that season. This rule order also includes several
housekeeping changes pertaining to deer hunting in several state parks. These portions of the rule do not
establish new deer seasons, rather they correctly codify seasons that have existed in the parks in
previous years. In drafting the 2006 Deer Hunting Rule, major revisions to NR 10 took place to
consolidate complicated state park deer hunting rule language. During the consolidation, several drafting

errors and omissions occurred. These housekeeping changes are included to correct those drafting
errors. :

Summary of Public Comments

All comments received at the public hearings and during the comment period related to eliminating the
sunset of the December hunt north of Hwy 8. Overall; 104 people supported the proposed ruie, 37
people opposed the rule, and 19 people did not register an opinion.

In addition to testimony and registrations at hearings, 72 people submitted written comments expressing
support for eliminating the sunset of the December firearm season and 20 people opposed the season.



. People who wrote to express opposition were split between opposing the season because of concern
about conflicts with snowmobilers, they prefer to hunt in October, or they do not believe there are enough
deer to support extra hunting opportunities. Resolutions of opposition from the Iron County Board of

Supervisors and the Iron County Development Council focused on use of public and private lands by both
hunters and snowmobilers,

Support for the proposal as a whole was widespread among most hunters. Supporters mentioned
favoring a December hunt over an October hunt as one reason for supporting the proposal while others

mentioned they liked the extra hunting opportunity. Hunters did not generally perceive that there was
conflict between snowmobilers and hunters.

Response to Public Comments:
Comment: Additional harvest of antlerless deer is not needed in northern Wisconsin.

Department Response: The department is confident that there are enough deer in all areas north of Hwy
8 to support harvest from this season and that in certain areas additional harvest is very important.
Wisconsin's deer population model has received positive reviews by many experts, deer harvest remains
high and predictable year-after-year, and overharvest is very unlikely because hunting will only be
possible when antlerless deer permits have been issued.

Comment: A December gun hunt will delay the start of snowmobiling.

Department response; There is currently a 10-day December gun hunt statewide (muzzleloading season)
in which up to 70,000 hunters participate. South of Hwy. 8 there is a 4-day mid-December antlerless only
gun deer hunt in select units. In addition, the archery season extends through the month of December
and into early January across the state. There is no evidence that these hunts or any other type of
hunting that occurs in December delays the start of the snowmobile season. When there has been

adequate snow for snowmobiling south of Hwy. 8, snowmobile trails were open during the December
deer gun hunt without reported conflicts.

Comment: Private landowners will refuse to allow snowmobile trails across their land to open if there is a
December gun hunt.

Department response: Again, there is currently a 10-day December gun hunt statewide (muzzleloading
season) in which up to 70,000 hunters participate, a 4-day unit specific gun deer hunt south of Hwy. 8,
and a statewide archery hunt.. There is no evidence that these hunts or any other type of hunting that
occurs in December affect access to private land for snowmobile trails.

Comment: Private landowners will refuse access to trails for maintenance and signing work while gun

hunting is open, and a lot or a majority of trail maintenance and sign placement occurs after the close of
the 9-day gun season.

Department response; Of over 6,400 hours of trail maintenance and sign placement activities reported in
2004 in Vilas, Ashland, Bayfield, Iron, and Forest counties (DNR records), 12% were recorded during
November 15-30 (during the regular 9-day gun hunt), 12% during December 1-15 (muzzle-loading
season and proposed 4-day gun hunt), and only 4% were recorded December 6-15 (dates which could

include the proposed 4-day gun hunt) The vast majority of trail maintenance and sign work hours (88%)
were recorded before December 1 in 2004,

Comment: Herd control is best done in October prior to the regular 9-day gun hunt and not in December.
Department response: Herd control is accomplished by Wisconsin deer hunters. For many hunters,

December is their desired time to hunt. We agree that the October hunt is an effective tool. This
proposal does not prevent the reinstatement of an October hunt if needed.



Comment: Tourism and income will be negatively impacted by the delay of the snowmobile season if the
December gun hunt is approved.

Department response:. There is little evidence that any of the current December deer hunting
opportunities including the 10-day muzzleloader, the 4-day mid-December gun hunt south of Hwy. 8, or
the late archery seasons, delays the start of the snowmobile season or impacts revenue from
snowmobiling. Snowmobiling begins when adequate snow falls and the ground below is frozen
regardless of whether there is deer hunting or any other hunting taking place. We do not believe that a
December gun deer hunt or any other type of hunting will impact the start of the snowmobiling season.

December gun hunting may have added to the number of people visiting areas north of Hwy. 8.

Modifications Made
No modifications were made as a result of the public hearings.

Appearances at the Public Hearing
January 16, 2007 — Rhinelander

in support: .

James D. Otto, Harshaw Wanderers Snowmobile Club, 4885 Jimmy Lane, Harshaw, Wi 54529
Steven P. Oestreicher, 8475 N. Oneida Lake Drive, Harshaw, WI| 54529

Roger Sabota, 5000 Isle View Drive, Rhinelander, Wi 54801

Neil R. Putenpal, W4517 Amanda Lane, Tomahawk, WI 54487

Jean Gatton, 432 Highway F, Antigo, WI 54409 '

John Gatton, 432 County Road F, Antigo, Wi 54409

Robert D. [last name illegible], P.O. Box 445, Boulder Junction, Wi 54512

Steve Heiting, 8148 Lost Lake Drive South, Saint Germain, W! 54558

Michael Fleury, 6535 Highway K, Rhinelander, Wi 54501

In opposition:

Mike Hammes, Bear Trap inn, 6911 Thousand Island Lake Road, Land O'Lakes, Wi 54540
Michael P. Keintz, 6473 Spruce Meadows Lane, P.O. Box 966, Land O'Lakes, Wi 54540

Ken Anderson, P.O. Box 294, Eagle River, WI

Ron Wallfer, 3795 Meta Lake Road, Eagle River, W| 54521

John Peroutky, 935 Rolling Ridge Road, Eagle River, Wi 54521

Ron Engels, 1300 Moonlite Drive, Eagle River, WI 54521

Francis Mathieu, 2166 Vista View, Eagle River, Wl 54521

Ronald T. Rogers, 6103 Point Drive, Rhinelander, W1 54501

Henry R. Kosanda, President, Vilas Co. Snowmobile Afliance, P.O. Box 476, St. Germain, WI 54558
Tom Cjrostemsem. President, BoBoen Snowmobile Club, P.O. Box 399, St. Germain, WI 54558
Gary Jacobi, 7005 N. Rainbow Drive, St. Germain, Wi 54558

Andrew Malecki, Jr., 1131 S. Fisk Street, Green Bay, Wi 54304

Gene Dallman, 841 Highway 45, Pelican Lake, W| 54463

Tom Tomlanevich, P.O. Box 295, Eagle River, W| 54521

Orv Langohr, 14230 Pigeon River Road, Cleveland, Wi

As interest may appear:
Tim Johnson, 4479 C.C. Road, Rhinelander, Wl

Kurt Butler, 13643 Waubee Lake Drive, Lakewood, Wl 64138
Rick Eineichner, W6906 Loup Road, Tomahawk, WI 54487



Matthew Roberts, 2281 Highway 45 South, Monico, Wi 54501
Kurtis Larson, 3394 Lumber Lane, Rhinelander, Wi 54501
Jerry Roberts, 1943 Highway 8 East, Rhinelander, Wi

J.P. Pozarski, 4129 North Bay Road, Rhinelander, WI

Steve Doyen, 2532 Millesville Lane, Phelps, Wi 54554

Dale Mayo, 3342 Highway 17 North, Conover, WI

Dave Peterson, 620 4™ Street, Plover, WI 54467

Dan Balog, 6421 Forest Lake; Land O’'Lakes, WI

January 17, 2007 — Park Falls

Dan C. Cobb, 10646 N, Riverside Road, Hayward, WI 54843
Gary VanderWyst, 300 W. Main Street, P.O. Box 435, Butternut, WI 54514
Yvonne Mittem, 5005 N. Musky Point Road, Mercer, WI 54547
Rich Mazol, 5005 N. Musky Point Road, Mercer, Wi 64547
Chris Hoffman, 870 7" Avenue South, Park Falls, Wl 54514
Vincent A. Franzen, W9484 Highway 70, Park Falls, Wl 64552
James A. Schmitt, 6536 Turtle Flambeau Dam Road, Butternut, Wi
Chuck Woelfel, N15831 Perch Road, Park Falls, Wi 54552
Roland Peterson, 1503 g™ Avenue West, Ashland, WI 54806
Bruce Prentice, 604 3" Street West, Ashland, WI 54806

_ Curtis Capelle, W7494 County Road West, Phillips, WI 54555
Larry Roth, 255 Sanders Avenue, Park Falls, WI 54552

Richard Mihalek, 801 7" Avenue East, Ashland, Wi

In opposition:

William Flietner, W9725 Balsam Road, Phillips, Wl 54555
Terrence J. Fleming, W6931 Chada Road, Fifield, Wi 54524

As interest may appear:

Barb Richter, N14268 Lofdahl Road, Fifield, Wi 54524

Earl Schwarzhuber, N16096 Nehiba Road [no city given]

Al Gerber, Box 36, Radisson, Wi 54867

Myron Anderson, 45851 State Highway 112, Ashland, Wi 54806
Pete Bartelt, 604 S. Cyder Avenue, Phillips, Wi 54555

January 23, 2007 - Fitchburg
In support:

Joe Caputo, 6320 Sighting Road, McFarland, WI 53558

Raymund Robbeloth, N9285 Wild Oak Road, Belleville, WI 63508

Al Phelan, 3628 Canter Drive, Madison, Wi 53718

Jim Shurts, 2822 Chamberlain Avenue, Madison, Wi 53705

Anthony Grabski, 5180 Ridge View Road, Blue Mounds, WI 53517

Gary Schenck, N4035 Ehrke Road, Fort Atkinson, WI 63538

Larrie Hazen, 7656 Big Green Road, Mount Hope, WI 53816

Michael Wenholz, 4002 Dempsey Road, Madison, Wil 563716

Walter C. Herbert, 6513 Gina Lane, DeForest, W| 53532 '

George Meyer, Wisconsin Wildlife Federation, 201 Randolph Drive, Madison, Wi 63717

In opposition ~ none

As interest may appear:



Sam Landes, 7353 Springhelt Drive, Dane, W| 53529
Morris Nelson, 10422 N. Wallin Road, Edgerton, Wi 53534
Tom Chvala, W6595 Highway V, Lake Mills, WI 53551

Changes to Rule Analysis and Fiscal Estimate

None were required.

Response to Legislative Council Rules Clearinghouse Report

- The recommendations were accepted.

Final Requlatory Flexibility Analysis

The proposed rule pertains to deer hunting and permit issuance. These rules are applicable to individual
sportspersons and impose no compliance or reporting requirements for small businesses, nor are any
design or operational standards contained in the rule. Therefore, a final regulatory flexibility analysis is
not required. :
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"> Winter » Snow Conditions

Snow Unnditions | Sign up o
receive snow condition
updates by e-mail

Last Updated 10/12/2006

Snow reports for 2006 arc

starting to trickle in. With the

lemperatures dropping, watch
- this space for ongoing updates.

Keep in touch with the latest and
greatest info - bookmark the
Wiseonsin Snow Condition
report. Updated weekly, if nol
duily, during the winter months
by trail groomers and other front-
line weather spotters, the snow
eonditions report is your guide to
who's getting the freshext
powder, how much they're gefting
and what conditions you can
expect for your winter sports
retreat.
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Ride safe this winter! Visit the Association of Wisconsin Snowmohile Clubs sile for snowmobile

Downhill Skiing Conditions

Cross Country Skiing Conditions
Suomymohiling Conditlons

Downhill Skiing Condilions

Central Wiseonsin

http:/Awww.travelwisconsin.com/search/SnowConditionReport.him]
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Base (in ¥ of Runs

Degtination Update inchex) Oper Conditis
Granite Peak Ski Area at Rib Mountain 12/08/06
KMHQQ_C_MX ‘ 12/06/06  oinches it Close
ﬁ%‘ljffiﬁnm‘mﬁm‘i@g 12/0j06  12in - 28in 7 tixcelle
Nutt IIill ' 12/06/06 ‘ N Close
Powers Bluff County Park 12/12/06 Close
Standing Rocks Park ' 1»/o6/06 Closes

\ Whitetail Ridge Ski Area 12/06/06
Winter Park Recreation Area 12/06/06 0 ) Closes
Norlh Wiseuisin

Destination Update ﬁ:ﬁﬁ c(:; " cgpli:ns Conditi
Chyistic Mountain 2/12f06 23-45" 8 Closw
Mont du La¢ 12/06/06 Close:
Trollhaugen Ski Resort o 12/06/06 1226 6

Sowth Wisconsin .

Deslinution Update }3:::: p(:)‘ . ® ?)Iplz:;ns Condilic
(:gscade_lglountain Ski K Snm\;hom'd Arca 12/05/00 20 5 Good
Chrisunas Mountain Village (olf & Skiing m/us;dti Closes
Litt)e Switzerand Sl Area 12/07/06 6-48 o
Sunbursl SkiArea ’ v 1270606 1218" 9 lixeelle
Tyrol Basin Ski & Snowhoard Area irfoT/at T 12-24 8 Exculle
Cross Country Skiing Conditions

Central Wistonain
Destination Update Groomed Conditions
Calumet Counly 1zfo7/06 Nu Closed
Chippeswva County . 12/07/06 Nu Closed
Dunn County 12{07/06 Nu Closed.
Eau Claire : 12/07/06 No Closed

Fond du Lac County T azfusfos No Closed

hitp:/Awww. iravelwisconsin.com/search/SnowConditionReport.html 12512/20006



Juneau County 12/05/06 Closed

La Crosse Connty 11/30/06 Closed
Monroe County 1:2/06/06 Nou Closed
Portage County - 12/06/06 No Closed
Sheboygan County 12/12/06 Yes Panr

' Standing Rocks Park : 12/06f06 - No Closed
Waupaca County - 12/06/06 Closed
Waushara County - 12/06/06 Closed
Wood County 82/12006 ' Closud

North Wiseonsin

Destination Update Groomed Couditious

Ashland Aren 12/13/06 No Closed
Bayfield Counly _12/nsfo6 No Clasecd
Boulder Junction Arca 1212/06 No Closed
Door County 12/06/06 No Poor
Douglas County 12/06/06 Closed
Florence County, . 12/11/06 No Clused
Korest County 12/06/06 » Closed
Hurley Area - 12/12f06 Closed
Fanglade County ' 12/06/06 No Closed
Manitowish Waters Area | 1afiz/o6 Na

Polk County ‘ 12/ 1af o No Clased
Pricc County 12/06/06. No Closed

South Witconsin

Destination Update Groomed Conditivns

Danc County 12706 /06 No Poor

Governor Dodge State P’ark 1zf12f06 Closed
Goyernor Nelson State Park 12{06/0b Yes (Nased
Mirmor Lake State Park 12/06/06 Closed
Racine County 12/n5/06 Closed
Sauk Connty 12/05/006 Closed
Waukesha County 12/06/06 Yes Good

Snowmohiling Conditions

hup://www,tx‘avdwisconsin.conﬂscafchfSnochmdiﬁ onReport.html 12/12/2006



Centeal Wiseorsby

Destination Update Groomed Coudilivns
Adamy C‘uunl): 4 12/06/06 No Closed
Calumet County 2/a7ion , Clased
‘ Chippewa County 12/o7fob No Closed -
Dunn County 12/07/06 No Closed
Eau Claire County 12/07{06 No Closed
Fond du Lac County | 12f0Bf06 No Closed
Green Lalke County 12/11/06 No Closed
Junean County 12/05/06 Closcd
Kewaunee Connty 12fohfo6 No  Closed
La Crossg County 11/30/06 Closcd
Marquette County 12/06/06 No Closed
Monrae County R 12."“6 No Closed
Outagamie County 12/07/06 No Closed
Portage County 12/06/06 No Closed
Sheboygan County ' _ 12{12/06 No Closed
Trempealean County | . 12f07/06 No ) Closed
Waupaca Counly 12/06/06 No Closed
Waushara County ' 12/06/06 Closed
Wood County 12f12/06 Closed

Narth Wisconsin

Destinution Update  Groomed Conditinns

Ashland Area ©1zinfoé No Closed
Barron County ' 12/06/06 No (losed
Bayfield County 2:2/05/06 No Ponr

Boulder.Iunction Area 12{07/06 No Closed
Burned County ' 12fob/oh Closed
Doar County 1/06/06 Closed
Douglas County 12j06/06 ' Claged
Eagle River Area 12/12/006 No Closed
Florence County tzfufob No: (losed
Forest Connty 12/06,/06 Closed
Hudey Aiva 12/12/06 Yes Poor

htp://www.travelwisconsin.com/scarch/SnowConditionReport.html 12/12/2006



Laund O' Lukes Avea 12/06/06 Closed

Luanglade County 12/06/06 Nao Closed
Maunitowisl Walcrs Arca 12/12/06 No ‘ Clused
Mercer Aren ‘ ‘ 12/06/06 No Closed
\ Polk County . 12/12/06 Nu C]u.s;t‘:d
Price County : 2106 No Poor
Shawano County 12/06/06 Nao Clused
St Germain Area 1f11/06 ' Closed
Washhum Counly 1172006 Closed

South Wikconsin

Destination Update Groomed Conditious
Columbia Connty infojon Closed
Crawford County ' 12/12/06 Closed
Dang Counly 12/06/06 Closed
Dodge County 4 - 12/12/06 Closed
Gavernor Dodge State Park 12712206 Closed
Grant County 12/07/06 Closed
I afayette County 12/12/06 Closed
Milwaukee County 1270706 No Closed
Racine County ' 12/05/06 ‘ Closed
Rock County 12/05/06 Closcd
Sauk Counly 12/05/06 Clased
W;wl(g,ihg_cgﬂnly 12/u6f06 No Clased

PSSR

2 S1KDIA RODAY
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http:/fwww travelwisconsin.com/search/SnowConditionReport. hrmd 1271272000
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Lonservauon vongress Uelegate - December Deer Season Feedback:

We received 15 completed “Volunteer December Gun Hunt Snowmobile Trail Survey” forms
as of Thursday, December 14, 2006. Below is a surnmary of these survey forms:

¢ Counties North of Hwy. 8:

Forest County — Trails were not open in Forest County December 7 — 10, due o madequate SNOW Of poor
trail conditions {southern Forest'County only had 2" ot snow).

Sawyer County - Trails were not open December 7 — 10, due to Inadequate snow or poor trail conditions
(only.about 2" of snow cover).

Polk COunty ~ Trails were not open December 7 - 10, due to inadequate snow or poor Irail conditions (less
than 1" of snow).
Barron County — Trails were not open December 7 — 10, due to inadequate snow or poor trail conditions.

Bayfield County — Trails were not open December 7 - 10, due to inadequate snaw or poor trail conditions
{no snow), '

« Counties South of Hwy. 8:

Pepin County — Tralls were not open December 7 - 10, no reason provided,

Clark County - Trails were not open December 7 - 10, duce to Inadequate snow or poor trail conditions.
Grant County - Trails were not open December 7 - 10, due to inadequate snow or poor trail conditions.
Note: Better than expected hunter participation.

Fond du Lac County - Trails were not open December 7 - 10, no reason provided,

Manitowoc County — Trails were nol open December 7 — 10, due to inadequate snow or poor trail
conditions.

Rock County — Trails were open in Rock County, and no portions of the trail were closed during the
December 7 — 10 deer hunt. (Note: This is a CWD county and the season was open Novaember 19 —
December 10)

lowa County — Trails were not open Decernber 7 -~ 10, due to inadeguate snov or poar trail congditions (no
snow). A

Lincoln County — Trails were not open December 7 - 10, dus lo inadequate snow or poor trail conditions.
Wood Caunty — Trails were not open December 7 — 10, due to inadequate snow or poor {rail conditions (no
SNow).

Adams County — Trails were not open December 7 - 10, due to inadequate snow or poor trail conditions.

In addition lo these forrns, we received e-mails from 12 delegates in northern Wisconsin that provided their
ohservations on snow cover and hunter participation:

Hayward Area - Snow condilions in and around the Hayward area was just enough for tracking. There was
some shooting but minimal and {here were a small number of hunters out as evidenced by those in the field
and those riding around. There was nol enough snow for snowmobiling.

Hayward Area - | hunted up north of Hayward by Barnes for fist 4 days of Muzzle loader, did not get up
there for the 4-day antlerless, as | hunted near Eau Claire, During muzzleloader season saw quite an
increase in number of hunters and shots heard from last year. There was only an inch or so of show during
early Muzzleloader. | was in the area the following Thursday (beginning of 4 day hunt) for work and saw very
litthe snow cover, patchy at best, Only saw a few hunters out on that Thursday.

Unit 39 (Northern Forest County) - There was three inches of new snow on the ground. The snowmobile
trails would not have been apen.

Unit 35 {Northeast Vilas County) - Thursday moming Dec 7lh was 8 deyrees below zero, don't think
anyone went out, heard no shooting in eastern Vilas County; Friday morning was only 4 below zcro and still
heard no shooting. With hard ground and snow cover, especially in narlhwestern Vilas, trails could

have opened that weekend. All trails were inspected by the county snowimobile coordinator and the official
opening was announced to be at noon on Thursday, Dec 14th . (bul with the thaw and rain Monday night
and Tuesday Dec 11-12 the opening was cancelied.) Saturday mormng heard one shot; Saturday atternoon
heard two shots, one of which was my wife filling her antlerless tag. Talked lo one registration station when
we registered her deer, very few deer were brought In. The owner said about 25 at that time, compared to
several hundred when the October season was on. If there is anylhing positive about the December season
In the North, It was those antlerless deer usually shot in an October antierless hunt were still on the
landscape during the November gun season . . . and hunlers saw more deer, but did not necessarily shoot
them. Bottom linc . . . In the North if you want m to kill more does, give us the October season rcgardless of



naving or not naving snow conaitions for snowmodihkng; hunting condiions are more comfortable and the

harvest Is a lot higher.

Washburn, Douglas and Sawyer Counties - Snow conditions in and around Hayward during the Dec. 7-10
T Zone were approx, 1.5 inches of 5 day old snow. Hunler parlicipalion was low as observed from my
travels in.and around Washbum, Douglas and Sawyer County. Few hunters were observed in vehicles and
3-5 hunters were observed in the field in Douglas County on the properly | was working on. Snow moblile
trails closed due to lack of snow and unsafe ice conditions. Not a factor concerning the late T Zone in this
area, - :

Polk County - The snow condition In Polk County was "a fuzz” of snow for a day or two, not even good

. tracking snow. No snowmabile trails were open. Hunter participation was light.

Florence County - | saw very little hunter activity in Florence County Dec 7-8-9-and 10th. 1 have not spoken
to our local DNR office or our blologlst, about how many deer were registered. The weather was cold and if
there was any snow left it would be in isolated locations. Snowmobile trails were certainly not an Issue about
being open here In Florence.

Vilas County - The snow conditions for the Muzzleloader hunt North of Hwy. B was terrible, below zero to -
7F mornings were the norm. The weather warmed for the weekend only of the antlerless 4-day hunt; there
was about 4" of snow and very high relative humidity. Is there some reason that the antlerless season could
not be split at Hwy 8 so that the 4 day hunt would occur in October North of 8 and in December South of 87
My constituents (almost all of which snowmobile, soma 2500 miles/season) don't like the interference of this
late season with snowmobiling which is fercing many of them to travel to the UP to spend their money
(which has 2’ of snow Is some areas). The snow cover on the ground in Vilas County (11" average) has
been a bit shy that last few years, global warming is projected 1o increase the snowfall in this region in the
tuture. :
Burnett County - We had only enough snow to make the leaves white in Burneit County, and it was mostly .
gone by noon Saturday. Great weather for December, way better than most of the rifle season {(much of
‘which was too warm!). We probably shouldn't expect that as a regular occurrence, though. There seermed to
be a fair number of people out, 1 heard more shooting than during some days of the regular season. It does
seem 1o me that the deer are more inactive at this time of year, and aren't moving unless they're pushed, or
are going lo a nearby food source (corn pile). 1don't like to sit over bait, and was hunting alone, so didn't
see as many deer, or sign, for that matter, as | thought 1 might. The neat thing about a hunting opportunity
like this is that you can hunt however you want to; the number of people out is substantially less, which
enhances the experience, for me.

Forest County - | live in Forest Co. right on Hwy 8. We had about 2 inches of snow, perfect hunting snow,
but very few hunters, o

Lincoln County - | parlicipaled in the Decernber Gun Hunt on 2 days and was grouse hunting another day
during the hunt. Although | did observe parked vehicles and deer hunters each day, | would characterize
hunting pressure as "light". The pleasant weather over the weskend helped encourage hunters to get out
and not waste such great hunting conditions, but there was not a great deal of parlicipation.

We were also made aware that certain counties were approached and the decision was made
to close trails in specific northem counties until after the 4-day December antlerless hunt. At
least Iron likely received enough snow to be open during this hunt and could have provided
prool of the ability for the two pursuils to exist side-by-side. The following are excerpts from
an e-mail from Chairman Harvey:

...Iron County has decided to keep snowmobile trails closed until the 11th. They claim this is out of
respect for land owners. | spoke with most of our delegates from fron County. They only know what they have
seen in the papers. They indicated that the kill is down in Ashland and fron Counties. They do not expect much
participation this weekend. They also do not expect much support for any antlerless hunt, especially the
October hunt.

...the Iron County Forestry Commillee.. is the committee that ordered the closwres. He said they had to
close them because [wo land owners have closed trails through their land. Pat and the other delegales are of
the iinpression thal people have known aboul this for & whils, but kep! it under.wraps until it was too late to do
anything about it. Today, Ashland and Vilas Counlies closed their trails until after the December hunt as
well. t did not follow tup on the reasans for that. It is now (oo fate to be calling people at horme.

It { remember clearly, after the snowmobilers were successful in shutting down the Dec. T-zone, we kep!
track of when trails were marked In each county. The snowmobllers realized how absurd it was to argue that
they would have trails open that weekend. They based their objection on the fact that they needed that
weekend to mark tralls. Most counties would have frails marked before gun deer season. The weekend of the



October 1-zone was ollen itssed. However, each year, Iron Lounty woulg ceremoniously mark their trails on the
wockend of the December hunt,

And now, the joke of the night: William Niehus is one of our Iron county delegates. He is a cross

country ski trall boss. Ski trails in Iron County are on county land, but are run by shi clubs. William says that
they have not been told to close ski trails, so they will not...

Also, | was able lo come by some trail conditions reports from more northern counties prior.to
the December Antlerless Deer Hunt:

Bayfield County report: December 6, 2006 Trail Conditions: Not Rideable Snow Cover: 5-7 inches
Area Reporl: Welcome to this site. This is my third year compiling the report for Bayfield and west to the
Valthalla area in the Chequamegon National Forest. You will find that my report is valid and based on my

first hand experience while riding my sled, talking to the area grooming coordinator or taking a road trip
to measure the snow dsplh and a visual of the trails.

Due fo the special antlerless deer season, fralls will not open until Dec 11. Trails will not open until there
is adequate snow cover.

The Bayfield Peninsula area has received some early season snow since last weekend. 10-12" LES was
common but as usual, the snow depth has settied. The NWS is calling for 6-10" of LES starting tonight
through Thursday evening. The heaviest amounts will likely oceur in the higher terrain west of Bayfield.

Winler lype temps the past week has helped freeze the ground which assists in maintaining the current
snow levels. Temps are to moderate to the mid and upper 30's this Saturday through the following
Wednesday with no major snow makers headed this way.

Ashland/Bayfield County report: December 4, 2006 Trail Conditions: Not Ridcable Snow Cover: 0
inches Arca Report: '

Ashland County: Snow showers in the torecast . . . still wailing . . .

Baylield County: Do that snow dance!

Hurley report: December 6, 2006 Trall Conditions: Trails Closed, Snow Cover: 9 inches. Area Report:
We have received 18.9 inches since Dec. 1, with 9 inches currently on the ground and 43 inches
received to date. Temperatures will be very cold through Thursday with highs in he teens. Friday temps
will start warming into the: low 30's. We arc under a lake effect snow warning with 8-12 inches cxpected.
Groomers have been out rolling and grooming the trails, preparing for the Dec. 11th opening, which was
moved back fror the traditional Dec 1 start, due to the special deer hunt that has been scheduled tor
Dec 7-10. The change was necessary out of respect for the landowners along our trail system. All ATV
irails are also closed from until Dec 11, Beginning with the opening of the snowmobile season, all ATV's
are lo stay off the tralls if temperatures are above 30 degrees due to the potential for great damage lo
Ihe trail base, Watch the trail report for clusures in case of warm temps as we set the base for the winter
season. News and Events: Red Light Rally December 14-17t 26th Annual!

Mercer report: December 06, 2006 Trail Conditions: Trails Closed Snow Cover: 0 to 5 inches Area Report:
Our lakes are freezing quile rapidly and by the time we get some snow maybe the lake trails will be
flagged.. The cold weather(without snow) will be good for freezing (he swampy areas also,

Minocqua report: December 6, 2006 Trail Conditions: Trails Closed; Snow Cover. 04 inches. Area
Report: Cold wealher is setting the lakes up nicely. Some psople are ice fishing alrcady but onty the
small lakes. Has been snawing with this cold air and lake snows. We will be out soon panning the trails
betore they open. 55 mph speed limit at night now and this will start this scason,
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Location Update Groomed Conditions
Ashland Area 12/14/06 No Closed
Barron County 12/06/06 No ‘ Closed
Bayfield County 12/13/06 No Poor
Boulder Junction Area 12/07/06 No ' Closed
Burnett County 12/06/06 : : Closed*
Cable Area 12/13/06 No Closed
Douglas County 12/13/06 , Closad
Eagle River Area 12/12/06 No Closed
Florence County 12/11/06 , No “Closed
I"orest County 12/13/06 Closed
Hurley Area 12/14/06 Yes Poor
Lac du Flambeau Area 12/13/06 Closed
Land O' Lakes Area 12/13/06 Closed
Langlade County " 12/13/06 No Closed
Manitowish Waters Area 12/13/06 No Closed
Mercer Area 12/06/06 No Closed™
Polk County 12/12106 No Closed
Price County 12/13/06 No Poor
Sawyer County 12/14/06 No _

St Germain Area C 121131068 Closed

* Burmnstl County lrails will open when snow conditions improve and snow depth exceeds 4". Currently we need
more $tow, '
** Iron county rails were closed until after the December deer hunt, here is the most recent report.
December 12, 2006:
The snowmobile trails in lron County are officially open, hawever, they are not rideable at this time.
Temperatures have been in the 40's and we recd a lot of rain today.



